zn his Epiſtles to the Churches. 


ſplay'd 
WW NS bs 


ſoewed (in way of Paraphraſe, and Notes,) 
That the ſaid Epiſtles are a Prophecy of the 
Church of Rome, from the Beginning to the 


Reformation. 


By W.G. 


Shew the things that aye to come hereafter, that we may know that 


ye are Gods, Elay. XLI. 23. 
PREFACE. 

FTave brought ſuch Clear Evi- 
dence im my Laft Paper, That 

the Epiſtles are Myltically to 

be Underſtood ; and ſhewn ſuch Fair 
Probability, That, tho" they ſpeak, 
ad Literam, of the Churches of A- 
{1a, yer in Truth they are zo be 
expounaed of the Church of Rome ; 
that 1 preſume, 1t may now be ex. 
peed, 1 ſhould Proceed to the In- 
terpretation of them, which if 1 
can make good from that Hypotheſis, 
1 ſhall leave but little needful to be 
offer'd further in its —_ Eſpe- 
ctally ſince 1t 18 ſo well known al.- 
ready, 1 hat this Prophecy calls al- 
moſt no Place or Perſon it predidts of, 
by its Proper Name ; and ſo Untver- 
fally agreed on, from the XY TT. 
Chapter, That Rome (its Charch, 
and Empire) are the Main Subjeft 


of the Revelation, For if Rome be 
not the Subjedt of the Epiltles Zoe, 
but Epheſus, gc. as the Letter 
bears in hand; [ ſhould think it al- 
rogether as Difficult an Undertaking, 
to bring them Fairly to the Church 
of Rome (w#1ch yet 7 hope, by God's 
Aljitance, Unexceptionably to db ; ) 
as to interpret ſo many Yerſes toge- 
ther, in S. Paul's Epiſtle to the 
Romans, as if it were a Prophecy 
of the Church of Epheſus, &c. or 
of ſome other of the moſt Noted 
Churches. Which when 7 ſee per- 
form'd according to the Genuine and 
Recerved Rules of pred ay F 
T ſhall then begin to think my Pains 
but if} beſlow'd ; and all that 7 have 
done in Prophecy, confuted with a 
Witneſs." 7 ill then, Good Chriſtian 
Reader, 1 commend to thy peruſal, 
the following Expoſition of our 

A LORD 


FS 


2- REV. II. 1, 2,3,4,5, 6. Epheſus. 
LORD's Epiftles ; and hope, that) 3. And haſt born, and haſt Pa. 
by His Bleſſing, thou wilt find|tience, worthy a Second Mention ; 
it to be a very Serious and Solid|as there arealſo Two of you, (viz. 
thing ; and tending much to the Ad-|Peter, and Paul, Eminently con- 
vancing of our Saviour's Honour ;\cern'd in the Charatter; and for 
the Confirming of his Goſpel ; and the| My Names ſake haſt Laboured, and 
Edifying of his Church, in Faith, haſt not Famted,; but tho' thy Our- 
and Picty, and all Chriſtian Fertues.\ward Man decayeth, yet thy In- 
Which HE wouchſafe, may be the|ward Man is Renewed day by day, 
Effet of it. The Expoſition there-|2 Cor. IV. r, 16. | 
fore take, as followeth. 4. Nevertheleſs I have ſomewhat 
RE Y. TIT. againft thee, O Church of Rome, 
1. Unto the Angel (Rulers, andjeven in this Interval : becauſe thor 
InſpeRors, together with the ? ther(ha/ Left thy Firi# Love, being en- 
Faithful) of zhe Church of Ephe-|gag'd in Hot Contentions Souc 
ſus, (7. e. of Rome, till An. 6x. )|Small Matters; and walkeſt not 
write, Theſe things ſaith He, that|Charitably, as at firſt thou didl(t, 
holdeth the Seven Stars (the Mini-| Rom. XIV. 1, 2, 15. 
ſters; and, with them, his Other] 5. Remember therefore from 
Faithful, ) i his Right Hand, Sup-|whence thou art Faln, and Repent, 
porting them with the Credit oljand do thy Firf# Works : or elſe 1 
Miracles ; who, by his Miniſters, |w:// come unto thee quickly, by my 
Peter, and Paul, walketh ( in anjServants, ”=_ Emperors, Rom. 
Unſettled Condition) 7 the mia/t |X[TI.4. and will Remove thy Candle. 
of the Seven Golden Candleflicks, the| [tick out of its Place, putting a Sud- 
Churches. , den End to this your Interval of 
2. I know thy Works (at any Di-|Tranquillity, ſignified by the Firſt 
{tance of Time, or Place) « ever thy; Candleſtick; and will bring the 
Laboar, in Teaching, and Journey-|Smyrnean one upon the Stage , 
ing ; and thy Patience,in Enduring| which ſhall be a Time of great Af- 
all things for the EleGts ſake,27m.ifliftion ; Except thou Repent, and 
I, 10. and how thou canFt not Bear|ſo Prevent the Impending Judg- 
them which are Evil, putting the{ment. NOTES. From hence it 
Scandalous, and Incorrigible out|was, as 1s probable, That S. Zohn, 
of the Church, 1 Cor. V. and (forjin his Epiſlles, inſiſts ſo very much 
as far as thy Power extends) Stop-|upon Charity, viz. becauſe he had 
ping the Mouths of Seducers, 7z2.|learnt from this Viſion, How Fa- 
I, r1. And thou haſt tried them,|tal the contraryPraQtice had prov'd 
which ſay they are Aprſiles, and are|to the Church. 
not, and haft found them riod 6. But this thou haſt (and it 15 
Falſe Apoſtles,and DeceitfulWork-|very Obſervable in thee; as not 


ers, &c. 2 Cor. XI. 13. tbeing found 1n any other 22 peer” 
0 


REV. II. 7, 8. Smyrna. 


of the Church of Rome,) T hat thow 
HTateFt the Deeds, and Dottrin, of 
the Nicolaitans, which 7 alſo hate ; 
who, under Pretence that Marri- 
age 1s Unbecoming a Churchman, 
Inhibit ſuch from having Wives ; 
and teach them to ſer aſide thoſe 
they have; which will prove a 
Corrupt Fountain of many Hate- 
ful Enormities. But Thou account. 


But, alas! this Fair Pretence has 
been the Source of Manifold Im- 
purities ; as in the Nicolaiftns, ſo 
alſo in the Church of Roxme. See 
an Account of the Corruption of 
the Church of Pome in this kind, 
in a Book entituled, Le Cabinet dn 
Roy de France; Dedicated to Henry 
the Third. 

7. He that hath an Ear, that is 


eſt Marriage to be Honourable in 


Capable, and Deſirous, of Under- 


All Men, Zeb. XIII. 4. My Ser-;{tanding theſe Epiſtles ; /## him 


vant Peer 1s a Married man, 1Cor. 
IX. 5. and Paxl, a Recommender 
of Marriage,even to Biſhops, 17 7m. 
III. 2. 772. I. 6. NOTES. Becauſe 
no other Church is Commended 
for Hating the Deeds of the Nice-| 
laitans, but only Zpheſus; it 1s 
manifeſt, that None of the mniboos 
did Hate them : and conſequently, 
that by the Deeds of the MWzcolar- 
tans, which Epheſus is Commend- 
cd for Hating, are meant, Not the 
Abominations of the V:co/a;tan He- 
reticks, which all the World cries 
Shame of, and much more all Chr1- 


1 


hear with good Attention,what rhe 
Spirit ſaith unto the Churches. For 
it 1s Spiritually to be underſtood, 
and not as the Bare Letter ſounds. 
Tohim that Overcometh, (tor ye are 
Now engag'd in Warfare, againſt 
the Enemies of your Faith) w:// 7, 
for his Faithful Preaching , and 
Bearing the Tree of my Croſs , 
Gal. II. 13. 1 Per. II. 24. grve to 
Eat of the Tree of Life, which is in 
the midft of the Paradiſe of God, 
making him Partaker of my ever- 
laſting Kingdom. To Each Indi- 
vidual perſon, in the Life to come ; 


| 


ſtian Churches; (the Hating of 
which therefore, wonld be no Rich 
Commendation to the Church of 
Epheſus :) but, That fa of Nico- 
las himſelf, (with other 1:ke) which 
gave Occaſion to them ; who, be- 
ing a Churchman, parted with his 
Wife, upon the account of Morti- 
fication, and Self-denial ; 7! mpz- 
yed ow Th ozgx? $6, becauſe we ought 
to Abuſe the Fleſh, that is, Fight 
againſt it, and not allow it any 
thing for Pleaſure. So Dr. Ham- 
-10n1d apou the place, out of Cle- 


but to the Church, at the Refor- 
mation alſo, Rev. XXII. 2. 

| 8. And unto the Angel of the 
Church of Smyrna (from An. 6y. to 
about 310.) whoſe Biſhops, about 
20 11 number, had almoſt All of 
them the Honour of Martyrdom ; 
Write, Theſe things ſaith the Fir 
and the Laf#; which was Dead, 
and is Alive ; whois Preſent with 
you in All your Sufferings, and 
hath left you an Example, that ye 
ſhould follow his Steps, 1 Pet. IL. 
20, that after Suffering ye may 


mens Alexandrinus, and Jreneus 


Live, and Reign with him, 2 Tims. 
It. 


=; 


\ 


II. 12. Rev. XX. 4. 
o. 7 know thy Works, and Tri 
bulation, and Poverty, (but thou art 
Rich, 2 Cor. VI. 10.) And 7 know 
the Blaſphemy, and Haughty Car- 
riage, 2 Ang. XIX. 6,22. of them, 
viz. P.Viftor, (195) and P. S7epha- 
us, (250) againſt the other Chur- 
ches ; who ſay they are Fews, and, 
are not; but, in this Aſpiring hu- 
mour, are the very Synagogue of Sa- 
tan ; and under pretence of great- 
er Purity 1n =# ring and Diſci- 
pline, are indeed but Preparing the 
way for that Wicked one, whoſc 
Coming 1s after the working of 
Satan, gc. 2 Theſs. IT. 9. NOTES. 
It will be here ObjeQed, That P. 
Vitor, and P. Stephen, were Mar- 
tyrs; and How then are they ſaid 
to be of the Synagogue of Satan ? 
Anſw. For the ſame reaſon, that 
S. Peter himſelf is call'd Satan by 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Haz. XVY1. 
23- Whoſe True Succeſlors the 
Popes have been ; both as a Saint, 
and much more as Satan, 
10. But why art thou Afraid, O 
P. Marcellinus ' (304.) Fear none 
4 thoſe things, which T HOU ſhalt | 
affer, but take heart again. Ye- 
hold, the Devil (1.6. your Accuſers) 
ſhall caſt «= 6yar, ſome of you, as 
P. Marcellus (30g,) and many o- 
thers of your Way, both in Rome, 
and elſewhere, znto Priſon ; not for 
your Hurt, but Only haz ye may 
be Tried; and YE ſhall have Tribu-\ 
lation ten days, ten Times ( or Pa- 
roxy{ms) of Perſecution ; and the 
Laſt, and moſt Obſervable of All, 
ſhall be (among you, & 78 3* &cy, 


. 9, 10. Smmrns. 


and your Brethren) of Ten Years 
Continuance. Ye thou Faithful, O 
Church of Smyrna, unto death, and 
7 will give thee a Crown of Life 
I will ſet the Imperial Crown, (the 
Arbiter of Life and Death among 
you, /Dan. V. 19,) upon the head 
of Conſtantine (310) your Fellow- 
Chriſtian. NOTES. We are not 
to wonder, that among all the Per- 
ſecutions, the Tenth only 1s here 
Refleted on, (it being That, that 
Marcellinus, and Marce/las (uffer'd 
in:) but we muſt take good No- 
tice, that in All Prophetick De- 
{criptions of things, the Charact- 
ers are borrowed from the moſt 
Obſervable of the kind, as was in 
this caſe,” the Tenth Perſecution. 
Examples are innumerable. I only 
here obſerve, That hence it 1s, 
that in ſetting forth the Fates of 
the Church before, and ſince the 
Reformation (to avoid alſo that 


Confuſion , which muſt needs a- 


riſe from Deſcribing a Multitude 
of Churches together) the Cha- 
rafters are Drawn from the moſt 
Eminent Churches; to wit, the 


Church of Rome among the Pri- 


mitive ; and that of England a- 
mong the Reformed Churches. 
And we mult here Note alſo, That 
the Perſons in this Verſe ſpoken 
to, are ſomewhat varied. It begins 


THOU, and ends THOU : but in 


the middle it 1s +#£ vuer, and YE. 
[mplying that the Ten Years Tri- 
bulation (or Perſecution) 1s here 


confider'd as lighting not only on 


the Romans, but on other Churches 
likewiſe, 
Il. /7e 


REV. II. rr, 12, 13. Pergamus; 


5 


t1. He that hath an ear, let him|cy,are called Zoe(living Creatures) 
hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the|Chap. IV. 6. and being Depos'd 


Churches. 
laying down his Life for my ſake, 
1f he be Call'd thereto; ſha7 no! 
be hurt of the Second Death, Rev. 
RR. 14- | 

12. And tothe Angel of the Church 


He that Overcometh,|therefore, they are Slain. 


in Pergamos, (310) Write, Theſe 
things ſaith he, which hath the Sharp 
Sword, with two Edges, the Tem- 
poral Sword being now joyned 
with the Spiritual. 

I 3. 7 know thy Works,and where 
thou dwelleſt, even where Satan's 
Seat 7s ; 1t being manifelt by the 
Eagerneſs of all your Biſhops, in 
Graſping at Supremacy ; that the 
Adverſary that Oppoleth, and Ex- 
alteth himſelf, 2 7 he//: IT. has ta- 
ken Pofleſlion of the See of Rome - 
and yet thou holdeFft faft my Name, 
art Zealous for my Honour; and 
haſt not denied (but ſtood up ſtout- 
ly for) MT Faith ; the Faith that 
my Name and Honour are fo near- 
ly intereſted 1n, viz. the Belief of 
my Divinity ; no, not ever 71 thoſe 
days of the Arrian Emp. Conſlantins 


(355) wherem Antipas [2.e. your 
Vice-Pope Felix] was my Faith- 
ful Martyr, or Witneſs of my Faith 
aforeſaid ; who, for that Cauſe, 
was Slain Politically, z. e. Depos'd 
from his Government, among you, 
where Satan dwelleth. NOTES. 
It 1s well known, that the Church 
of Rome aſlign this Fe/rx a Day in 
their Kalendar, as a Martyr, in 
the {trifteſt ſence. For which ſee 
Bell. de Rom. Pont. lib. 4. c.g. But 
however, Biſhops, 1n this Prophe- 


For 
which Political Sence of Slain, fee 
Ezek. XXXVII. 9,10. x. See alſo 
Dr. Hen. Mere's Alphabet of Pro- 
phetick Iconiſms, 1n the words, 
Reſurre&ion, and Slaughter. Com- 
pare alſo Rev. III. 1. The Engliſh 
Reader is alſo to Obſerve, that the 
Greek word Antipas, 1s in Our 
Language, Vice (or Deputy) Pope ; 
as Felix was, I know 1t 1s ob- 
jeted, That this Felix obtain'd 
the Popedom by Perjurv; both his 
Own, and his EleQors. As teſtify 
Marcellinus, and Fauftinas, (Prieſts 
of Rome, and his Cotemporaries) 
in their Preface to their Zibellus 
Precum. But then, 1. Theſe Au- 
thors were Profeſled Parties againſt 
Damaſus, one of Felix's Electors : 
and conſequently, oblig'd to make 
the worſt of his, and Fehx's caſe. 
2 "They affirm, That Zrberins was: 
not Reſtor'd, but upon his con- 
ſenting to ( Arrian) Treachery : 
and that ConFantins had ſignified 
as much to the people of Rome. 
2. But that, notwithſtanding, the 
people received Ziberras with Joy : 
and thruſt out Fe/zx out of the City 
with great Diſgrace. And 2t 1s fur- 
ther obſervable, 4. That they call 
the People that thus with Joy re- 
ceiv'd the .4rrian, and Diſgrac'd 
the Orthodox Biſhop (for they dare 
not ſay, but Fehx, and his Party 
were Orthodox; nay, they plainly 
intimate they.were; and that, by 
the very Oath they are ſaid to have 
taken ; which. was done in £C:be- 
TIUs'S. 


y 


rius's hehalf, while as yet he was 
a ſufferer for the True Faith : they 
call, I fay, this ſort of People) 
the Multitude of the FAITHFUL; 
which ſounds to me a great Sole- 
ciſm, and makes me not know what 
to think of their Charge of Per- 
qury. Which yet, 1f 1t were ne- 
ver ſo True, would not hinder, 
but that Fe/ix might be afterwards 
Chriſt's Faithful Witneſs. For 1t 
is very hard to judge of Men's 
Actions Certainly, as to How they 
ſtand in God's Eſteem ; without 
knowing ALL CIRCUMSTAN- 
CES : which it 1s Impoſlible for 
Us to know. 

T4. But 7 have a few things a- 
gainſt thee, becauſe thou haſt there 
in great Eſteem, hem that hold a 
Doctrin like the Dottrin of Baalam, 
Num. XXV. who taneht Balak to 
caſt a Stumbling. block before the 
chilaren of Iſrael, to cat things ſa- 
crificed unto Tdols, and to commit 
Fornication ; for your Great Men 
are now Employ'd, in Sophiſtica- 


ting Chriſtianity with an Admilti- 
on of Heatheniſh Superſtitions ; 


hallowing them,and bringing them 
into the Churches. | Paron. an. 4.4. 


- 14, 15, 16. Pergamns. 


the gods too. T heod. 1b. 3. cap.16- 
Symſon's Church-Hiſtory,in Fultan. 

| Is; _ than alſo them in great 
Eſteem, that hold the DofFrin of 
the Nicolaitans, (tee ver. 6.) which 
7 ate, both Root and Branch ; 
both Spectous Bloſſom, and Accur- 
fed Fruit. ; 

16. Repent ; or elſe I will come 

unto thee quickly, by my Servants, 
both Emperors,and Preachers; and 
will fight againſt them, that pretend 
ſo vainly to this Voluntary, Un- 
commanded Continency, with the 
Two-edged Sword of my mouth. 
NOTES. The Emperors Yalent:- 
man, Yalens, and Gratian, (382) 
were fain to make a La 


pram Ep. 22. ad Nepot. 2. 


Manners of the Clergy; acknow- 
ledging that there was but too 
Juſt Occaſion for ſuch a Law. Mor- 
ney Myſt. 1n. Progr. 6. Heron. ad 
It 
plainly appeareth (ſaith cMorney 


to 1. art. 86. gy paſſim alibi. Mor-\there) to what a Looſeneſs and 


wey Myſt. 7h. Progr. 4.) Which 
Caſtom your Balak Fahan (365) 
takes advantage of ; particularly 
of your Fond way of doing Ho- 
nour to your Emperors, by Bowing 
to their Images ; for This, by fer- 
ting np his Own, 1n the company 
of the gods, he makes a Stumbling- 
block to you. For if you Bow to 
That, you muſt ſeem to Worſhip 


Lewdneſs about Women, their 
Wealth had carried them, by thoſe 
Reproots which S. Ferom giveth 
them 1n his Epiſtles ; wherein he 
ſheweth, by what Infamous ſer- 
vices they lay at catch for Legacies 
and Inheritances, &c. And a little 
before, out of Zerom ; The Clerks, 


(faith Ferom) who 1n duty ſhou]d 
be an Awe unto them, kiſs the La- 
dies 


[1 


T, [to in-TT 

hibit all ſuch as made Profeflion ” ape 
Continency, once to ſet foot with-+) jo 
in Widow's Doors, gc. /ib. 20. de?. Da- 
Epiſc. > Cler. in Cod. T, heodoſegr272' 
Whereupon S. Ferom (to give the, «4: 
Sword a Spiritual Edge too) in-<« 
[YESgRS moſt Bitterly againſt the * 


TAS 


rahy 
om: 


REV. II. t7, 18. Thyatire. 


dies heads, and reaching out their 
hands, as if they would bleſs, re- 
ceive the Reward of their Saluta- 
tion, &c. For this his free ſpeak- 
ing (as Morney there obſerves fur- 
ther) the Clergy of Rome took 
him for their Enemy, and forcd 
him to return to Jeruſalem, &c. 
And Paulimus Biſhop of Nola (adds 
Morney) was for the ſame cauſe, 
ſerved with the ſame Sauce; as 
appeareth by his firſt Epiſtle : 
where he ſheweth, that he could 
by no other means, be ſafe and 
free from the Contagions of that 
City, but by getting himſelf away 
far off from it. Neither doth he 
ſpare the Biſhop of Rome himſelf: 
Thou knoweſt(ſaith Paulznus) what 
loſs we ſuffer of the Grace of God, 


| 


= 4 
People. For which ſee Z7eror. 
adv. Vigilantium. 

17. He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Churches. To him that Overcometh, 
inſtead of the Dainties that your 
Biſhop's Tables now abound with, 
I will give to eat of the Hidden 
Manna, the True Bread, oh. VI. 
whoſe Goodneſs 1s Hid from moſt 
in theſe days; And 7 will grve him 
a White Stone, 1.e. Ablolution and 
Juſtification ; and in the Stone a 
New Name written, or, 1n plain 
Terms, I will Reform my Church, 
which is Now Degenerated ; and 
they ſhall be Called Proteſtants, 
(and not Catholicks,) a Name thar 
{hall be extremely Decryed by the 
Adverſe Party ; and which wo mart 
tnoweth how: to Value, ſavmg he 


by the proud. Diſcretion and Wil. 
dom of th Biſhop of that City. 
Meaning Pope Syricius ; who firſt 
eſtabliſht theForbiddance of Prieſts 
Marriages, as Morney notes. Prog.s, 
But all this while Honeſt P7g:/an- 
tius was the Man, that made the 
Faithfulleſt Uſe of the Spiritual 
Sword ; who (with certain Biſhops 
hisConſorts)was aſharpReproverof 
the then Growing Superſtitions,of 
Forced Continency,which he ſtuck 


that Receiveth it, and 1s Sincere 1n 
his Profeflion. NOTES. This 1s 
ſpoken with regard to the Abun- 

ance of Councils, Debates, Accu- 
ſations, Sentences, and Appeals, 
{c. in this Interval ; Decrees 
made pro and coun ; Acquitting 
many times the Guilty, and Con- 
demning the Innocent. "Thus St. 
Aruſtin, with the Church of Car- 
thage was Unjuſtly Excommunica- 


not to call, Libidinis Seminarium ;) 
Veneration of Sepulcres, and Re- 
lics; and Celebration of Viguls, 
(Wakes, Nocturnal Conventions) 
in Honour of Martyrs : all which, 
he roundly Taxt as Inlets to Ido- 
lacry, and Fornication, (as indeed 
they afterwards Prov'd ;) that 1s, 
in effet, as Balaamitiſh Inventi- 
ons, and Stumb]ing-blocks to God's 


| 
| 


ted by the Popes (424) [See Mor- 
ney's Myſt. In. Progr. 17.] And 
P. S:x/us TIT. wrongfully accus'd 
of Adultery (432.) But to All ſuch 
perſons as are thus treated, tho' 
by the Higheſt Authority upon 
Earth, Chriſt here Promiſeth the 
White Stone of Abſolution, as Re- 
ferring to the Caſes now mention'd. 
'18. And unto the Angel of the 

| Church 


| 
| 
: 


Z REV. II. 19, 20, 21. Thyatirs. 
Church im Thyatira, (440) HYrite,|Firſt, Luk. XIV. 11. XVIIL 14. 


Theſe things ſaith the Son of God, 
diſhonour'd by your Images, which 
Repreſent him as Man only ; and 
by other Superſtitious Ulages, as 
Praying toSaints,and making a fort 
of gods of them ; who hath Eyes 
like unto a Flame of Fire, burning 
with Jealouſy, [Compare Zzef. 
VIII. 2, 3, 18.] and his Feet are 


20. Notwithftanding 7 have a 
few things again$t thee, O T byatira; 
and particularly againſt thee, O 
Emperor Martianus, becauſe thou 
| ſuffire that Woman Fezabel, the 
Church of Rome, by her Embaſla- 
dors, preſiding 1n the General 
Council of Chalcedon, where thy 
felf art-Preſent (454) which calleth 


like unto fine Braſs, his Faithful 


her ſelf a Propheteſs, pretending to 


Servants Will rather Chuſe the 
Fiery Furnace, than comply with 


Apoſtolick Authority, the very 
ſame with Peter's; 7o Teach, and 


ſuch Praftices. See Notes upon 
Chap. I. 15. | 

19. { know thy Works ; (ug) even 
thy Great Charity, O Emp. T ny 
«as II. (577) and thy Notable Aiav- 
viev (Service, in Preſerving the 
City of Rome from the Sword of 
Barbarians, O P. Leo, of a Deacon 
made Pope, (44c.) and thy like 
Service, O Pelagius, being then 
but Deacon, when thou ſavediſt 


to ſeduce my Servants, throughout 
thy whole Empire, by Crafty Infi- 
nuations, to comm7? Spiritual For- 
nication, and to eat things ſacrificed 
anto Zdols, 1.e. to introduce a kind 
of Heatheniſh Idolatry. For to 
what other purpoſe 1s That Say- 
ing of the Council's, AR. 11. (Fla- 
vianus poſt mortem uivit, Martyr pro 
nobts oret ? (See Bellarm. de Sant. 
Beat. lib. 1. Cc. 1g.) Flavianus, tho' 


Rome from Slaughter, by mitiga- Dead, 1s Living {till ; let the Mar- 
ting the Fury of K.7, __ (94-9 Pray for us. NOTES. To this 


[See Procop. Bell. Goth. /1b. 3.c.11.] 


I ſhall add the words of Morney, 


and thy Patience, viz. that of the| Progr. 14. And note withal (faith 
Embaſladors of P. Hormiſaa (514)'he) to the end you may diſcern 
that of P. Fohn I. (523) of P.Sy/ve-|how their Dodrins crept into the 
rius (536) and of P. Y727/zus|Church together with theirPower, 


(537) and thy works, worthy of a 
Particular Mention, O P. Gregory 
(590) vis. thy Humility, in ſtiling 
thy ſelf Servus Servorum Dez ; and 
thy Zeal, in Oppoſing the Haughty 
Attempts of John B. of Conftanti- 
mople, who puts in for Univerſal 


that in this Age, which came tp 
cloſe up the firlt 500 Years, came 
in the Invocation and Adoration 
of Saints and Martyrs, inſtead of 
the gods; the very Ground-plot 
of Heatheniſm, to ere&t the Build- 
ing of Chriſtianity upon. 

21. And 7 gave her ſpace to re- 


— _ NOS 


Biſhop, and I know zhe /af? men- 
rioned Works, 70 be more than the | lpent of her Fornication, and have 
Firft : for,in My Eſteem the Hum-|not Deſtroyed the Church of Rome, 
bleſt are the HIghelt; and the Laſt,'as I haye Done her Empire (474) 

ul 


—— — 


REV. II. 22, 23, 24. Thyatire. "= 


but ſhe repented no! ; but Super- 
{tition, and Pride, and other Vices, 
encreaſed 1n her dayly. 

22. Behold, 7 will caſt her into a 
Bed; by K. Tetilas (542) laying 
cloſe Siege to her, that ſhe ſhall 
not gad abroad (as ſhe did to Chas. 


 cedon) to do miſchief; and them 


(vis. the other Churches, both of 
the Eaſt, and Welſt,) 7hat comm! 
Adultery with her, into great Tri- 
bulation ; except they repent of their 
' Deeds. NOTES. Theie were moſt 
Miſerable Times, as all Hiſtorians 
witneſs. 

23. And 7 will kill her children, 
the Inhabitants of Rome, with 
Death ; K. Totilas ſhall make ſuch 
Waſte among them, that for 40 
days, or more, Rome ſhall have no 
man 1n her. [See MHarcellin. Com 
7n Chron. And of the mighty Fa- 
mine raging at that Siege of 7 o77- 
las, fee Procop. Bell. Goth. 1b. 3. 
c. 9. &c.] Nay, after 3 years he 
ſhall come again, and make a vaſt 
—_— ter of the Citizens, [_Procop. 
Bel. Goth. lib. 3. c. 19,20] And 
I will alfo Chaſtiſe her with a V1- 
olent Peſtilence (590) which ſhall 
be uſher'd in by another Siege from 
the Lombards. And All the Churches 
in the World, both of This, and 
Future Times, ſha know,that 7 am 
the True, and Only God, Fe which 

ſearcheth the Reins and Hearts. 
And I will render unto every one of 
you, according to your Works. Notes. 
This mightyſudgment here threat- 
ned to: ALL CHURCHES, - for 
the Puniſhment of their Manifold 
Superſtitions; and Hereſies, rela- 


ting to the Natures of Chriſt; and 
whereby he was Particularly Dif- 
honour d, but which were very 
Rife in theſe Days; was that of 
the Saracens, and Turks, (623.) A 
Judgment, which carries its Cauſe 
written in its Forehead; and 1s a 
Manifeſt Reproof of the Churches 
[dolatries, and Manifold Errors 
concerning the Trinity, the God- 
head of our Saviour, Celibacy, and 
the like ; and (as 1t 1s here called) 
a Rendring unto them according 
to their Works. By this Puniſh- 
ment therefore Chriſt 1s ſaid to 
Search their Hearts ; Firſt, becauſe 
(as it is the Nature of All Judg- 
ments) 1t put them upon Search- 
ing of Themſelves. And, our Spi1- 
rit, we know, 15 the Lord's Candle, 
whereby he ſearches all the In- 
ward Parts of the Belly, Prov. XX. 
27. Secondly, Becauſe by Judging 
us, Chriſt Tries us, whether we 
w1ll Reform, or not. 

24. But unto you I ſay, O P.Pe- 
lagins (578.) P. Gregory (590.) and 
P. Sabinianus (604.) mis notmis the 
ſmall Remnant in T hyatira, being 
the Laſt Popes of this Interval ; 
who have not been carried down 
the Stream of your Predeceſfors 
Ambition : to you, I ſay, as many 
as have not this Dottrin I am now 
to ſpeak of ; (4g) that 7s, which have 
not known (or approved) but Con- 
demned utterly, zhe Depths of Sa- 
tan, (as they ſpeak) the Deep Dilh- 
mulation of John B. of *Conftauti- 
ople, who arrogantly-afſumes the 
title of Univerſal Biſhop (586c.) 


and 1s therefore commonly and 
B riphtly 


REV. II, 25, 26, 27, 28. Thyatirs. 


Church, 
27. And he ſhall rule them with 


19 
rightly ſtyl'd Satan, the Adverſary, 
"the Oppoler, and Exalter of him- 

ſelf, Zaucifer, the Fore-runner of|4 Rod of Zron, 1.e. as my Law- 

Aati-Chrilt, [For which fee 2 7o.|ful Vicar, P/al. II. 9. as the Feffels 

Couctl. in Decr.Pelag. 2. Alſo,Greg.lof a Potter ſhall they be broken to 

liz.4. Ep. 36, 54 Alſo, Morn. My/t.\ ſhivers, they being the ſame that 

{a. Progr. 20, 21.] 7 will put upon;are typed by the Toes of Clay, 
you uo greater Burthen, as to this|which the Fiith Monarchy, the 

Matter : for I perceive you are; Vitor here ſpoken of, was to break 

not very Eaſy under 1t. in pieces, and conſume, Dar. IT. 

25 {Hut that which ye have al-[33, 41, 44. even ſuch Power will 
ready, the Decrying of UniverſaljI giye to the Overcomer a: that 

Supremacy, in the BB. of. Conftan-|time, I lay, as 7 received of my Fa. 

Zmople, your ſelves, or any others, |/her ; who, as the Reward of my 

hold faſt 118 7 come, to put an endiHumbling my ſelf, has given me 2 

to this Interval ; that ye appear|Name above every Name, P/z/. Il. 

not to Diſſemble with me, and to{9. has allotted me the Heathen for 

Beat down the B. of Con/tanzinople,|my Inheritance, and the Utmoſt 

only to Exalt your Selves. NOTES. |parts of the Earth for my Poſſeſli- 

Hereby our Saviour infinuates,thatj}on, P/al. IT. 8. Dan. VII. 27. 

he Knew they did but Difſemble ;] 28. And gill give him the Mor- 
as was Plainly ſeen a little after, tmzmg flar, 1. e, will put My Honour 

by Gregory's Deteſtable Flattering|upon him, who am the Day-ſpring 

of the Emperor Phocas : of which;from on high, Zu#. I. 58. the True 

(Gregory himſelf ſoon after dying)| Morning-ſ{tar, Rev.XXLII.16. whoſe 

his Succeflor ZBoxiface III. reaptjEnfign was that Star in the Ealt, 

the Fruit, 1n the Title of Tniver| Mar. IT. And of the Womb of 

{al Biſhop ſettled by Phacas ry (=o Morning is the Dew of my 

the See of Rome. See Greg. /. 11.1 Birth, P/a/. CX. 3. Whereas he 


Ep. 36, 44. Morn. My/t. Inig. Prog.| that Uſurps my Power (as does 
a now the Biſhop in the Eaſt) 1s a 


mere Proud Lucifer ; an Inſtru- 
ment of Satan, and an Anti-Chriſt. 
NOTES. Hereby alſo is 1n{inuated, 
That this vaſt Monarchy ſhould be 
ſettled in that Kingdom, that firſt 


26, Ais/ he that Overcometh, and 
keepeth, any. Works ( whereof the 
molt Cogipicuous, and Kxem my 
was my.Humiliation) 21/0 7he end, 


he ſhall be highly Dignified. For, 


fo him rl 7 grve power over the 
{ations ſybjet io Anti-Chrilt, Rev. 
XViik1s; Ma Powerdike that which 
15, now- Contended for, by:the Bi- 
ſhops of this' Age ;' and Unjultly 


Ulurp'd by him of the Eaſterniſpeaking of) called LUC 


received Chriſt, and was: (as 1t 
were:) the Morningſtar to bring 
or the reſt>[Which 18 {aid to have 
been Z#gland, under her King'(re- 


markably to the purpoſe we are 


TUS. 
Here 
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Here 1s alfo an Alluſion to P. Cre- 
Lory his ſending to Recover Zng- 
{and again from Paganiſm ; ain 
which Enterprize he had Succeſs ; 
obtaining that Morning-Star, and 
adding 1t to the Roman Diceceſe. 
According to that of Dr. Hammond 
upon the place; * Ir 1s poſlible 
* (ſays he) that the Morningſtar 
* here may note ſome Eminent 
* Prince or Nation,that the Church 
* of 7 hyatira ſhould propagate the 
* Faith to. Laſltly, This Morning- 
{tar may be very fitly alſo referr'd 
to our K. Charles II. in whom our 
Church became compleatly Vifo-| 
ri0us; a Prince of ever-happy Me- 
mory, Mev. V. 6, 7,8, 9, 10. To 
which purpoſe 1s alſo that of Rev 

XV.2,3. where thoſe words, Great 
and Marvellous are thy Works, &c 

are Eventually Anſwer'd by the 
very ſame, 1n our preſent Service 
for the Father's Martyrdom. Now 
then, as to the Star that appear'd 


upen K. Char/es the Second's Birth 
day, I ſhall here give the true Re- 
lation of it, in the words of Dr. 
Love, late Margaret-Profeſlor of 
Divinity in Cambridge,in his Com- 
mencement- Speech, An.Dom.1660. 
*©In 1ll:us Natalibus triginta ab 
© hinc annis, Nova eluxit in Caoelo 
©Stella, claro dic fulgens, dum ſo. 
© lennes de hoc nato {ibi Filio gra- 
©tias Deo Pater Pientiflimus nun- 
© cuparet. Cuus ret ipſe aderam 
© Oculatus Teitis. Quod etiam, 1n 
© 11ijus temporis Articulo, non 1g- 
© nobilts Poeta celebravar, 


I. Sarats. FS 


* Emicnit Medio Incida Stella ate. 
* Poltero die Sol ipſe Fclipfin pa- 
*titur, Stella ( quam dixi) adhuc 
* prxtuJgente. Quaſi tunc 1ndican- 
*te, tunc ſpondente Calo, Patris 
*Eclipſin non obſtituram Splendor 
*F1111. That 1s, On his Birth-day 
appear'd a New Star, while the 
Father was giving thanks to God 
for the Birth of his Son. Of which 
[ my ſeli was an Eye-witnels. 
Which alſo, 11 that very Moment 
of time, was celebrated by a Poet 
of no mean account ; 
F hile grateful Charles 7o Paul's 
was 012 h1s way, 
A Star ſhone bright i 16' middle 
of the day. | 
The next day the Sun was Eclips d; 
the Star, I ſpake of, ſtill ſhining 
bright. As tho' Heaven did then 
fore-ſhew, That the Father's E- 
clipſe, ſhould not obltru& the 
Splendor of the Son. So Dr. Zove. 
To which we may add, That after 
[2 Years Exile, He was Reſtored 
from the Eaſt. And that He, his 
Brother, and our preſent Gracious 
Sovereign, are thoſe Kings that 
were to come from the Riſing of 
the Sun, Rev XVI 12. as will ap- 
pear more fully, when we come to 
ſpeak to the Vials, 1f God permit. 
29. Fle that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Charches. 
REV. III. Sarais. 
I. And unto the Angel of the 
Charch in Sardis, (606.) Hite, 
T heſe things ſaith he that hath the 


DumRex Paulinas acceſfat gratus| ſeven Spirits of Ged, and the ſeven 


ad aras, 


- {Srars, (that 1s, All the Miniſters of 


the 


3 
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the Charch, the Inſtruments and 
Delegates of the Holy Ghoſt,) at 
his Command; the True Univer- 
ſal Biſhop. 7 &row thy works, O 
P. Boniface III. (606.) by the Fa- 
vour of a Parricide monnted at 
laſt to your long Deſired Supre- 
maCcy ; ) that thou haſt a Name, that 
thou lrveſt ; a Swelling Title of U- 
niverſal (Za) Living-creature, or 
Biſhop ( ſee my Notes on Chap.LV. 
6.) So that the whole Church 1s 
now become thy Diceceſe ; bat, 
with Me, 7hou art Dead, and no 
Biſhop ar all. 

2. He Watchful [yivs Ten weor' 
(a Paronomaſtical Alluſion ; ) be as 
Gregory, Watchful] againſt all In- 
novations 1n Faith, or Diſcipline, 
O ye Emperors of this Interval ; 
remembring that Notable Fore- 
warning of P. Gregory's, -If there 
be one called Univerſal Biſhop, 
then muſt the Univerſal Church 
go to the ground; if he, which 
1s called Univerſal, happen to fall; 
[ Greg. /ib. 4. Ep. 24. Morney Myſt. 
41. progr.22.] which Saying 1s the 
more obſervable, for-P. Fmorins 
(624) his falling, ſo ſoon upon 1t, 
into the Hereſy of the Afonothelrtes. 
And therefore, O ye Emperors, 
firengthen the things that remain, 
the Faith of the Church, and the 
Power of the Empire,hat are ready 
to die ; thatare, thro' the Inſolen- 
cy of the Popes, the Fraud of He. 
reticks, and the Fury of the Sa- 
racens, 1n great danger of being 
Overborn. For 7 have not found 
thy works, O Emp. Herachus, (611) 
Conftans, (670) Philippicus, (713 ) | 


Perfef# before God; for, (which 
God looks much upon,to whomYe, 
tho' the Greateſt of men, mult give 
account, Pſa]. LI. 4.) ye Deny Me 
to be Perfe& God, and Perfect Man; 
_ ving Me of One of my Wills; 
and are juſtly called by that 
Name of Imperfe&ion, Monothe- 
lites. Notes. P. Boniface his obtain- 
ing the Title of Univerſal Biſhop, 
was the Greateſt Blow to the 
Church, that it had yet receiv'd. 
The Popes are thereupon Diſcard- 
ed, and not lookt upon as Biſhops 
any longer ; and All 1s like to run 
to Ruine with them. The Sparit 
expreſles it by Death. The Popes 
are Dead : the Reſidue are ready 
to Die. Which, beſide the Mora], 
has alſo a Natural Senſe, and Ve- 
rification. For Gregory, ſoon after 
his Baſe Flattering of Phocas , 
Drops. His Succeſſor Sabrman, 1n 
5 months and 19 days (as ſome ſay) 
follow'd him. And Poniface (that, 
as is ſaid, obtain'd the Prize, the 
others had been ſueing for) ſur- 
viv'd his Legitimate Epiſcopacy 
ſcarce 8 months ; for he ſate Pope 
but little more, And his, and P4z- 
cas's new acquird Honours, were 
ſoon attended with a Peſtilent Air, 
2 Barren Earth, a Frozen Sea, and 
a General Mortality of Men, Beaſts 
and Fiſhes. [Cedren. mm Chron. Mor - 
ney Myſt. In. Progr. 22.) which 
the Church 1s here warn to Pre- 
vent, or Redreſs, by Watchfulneſs, 
and True Repentance. And we 
may obſerve yet further, That the 
Emp. Phocas, being a Murderer, 


was Dead alſo, 1 704. III.1s. _ 
e 
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he was alſo (as Credenus reports ) 
an Heretick ; and was ſlain by 
Treachery, (Chriſt came upon him 
as a Thiet too) as All his Fellows 
of this Interval were, who ſuffer'd 
alſo in like manner. As we ſhall 
hear upon Verſe 

3. Remember therefore how thou 
haſt Received, and Heard, and Hold 


faſt, and Repent. Or, inthe Words| 


of Gregory, Lib. 4. Ep. 36. * Ob- 
* teſtor ut conſtanter, & ſine Pre- 
*judicio, ſervetis ficut Accepiſtis 
© Eccleſias : I charge you, that ye 
Conſtantly, and Tnviolably pre- 
ſerve the Churches, as ye have 
received them. *Edy # ud Tenyeilons, 
Tf therefore thou wilt not Watch, 
and take this Warning from my 
Servant Gregory; 7 will come on 
thee as a Thief, and thou ſhalt not 
know what hour I will come upon 
7hee ; butall you Emperors of this 
Period, who have been Tardy in 
your Duty (of which alſo the ſame 
Gregory has fore-warn'd you ; who 
brings Me in, as ſpeaking one day 
to ſuch as you are, and ſaying, 
*'To you have I committed my 
*Prieſts, Zb. 2. Ep: 62 & 65. And 
again, * What wilt thou Anſwer 
* before the Judgment-ſeat of God, 
rc. Lib. 2. Ep. 52. & 64.) ſhall be 
brought to your Ends by ſome ſud- 
den Calamity. NOTES. This was 
verified 1n them all ; but eſpecially 
1n the Emp. Heracl/ius ; who *Per- 
* celving the ſudden, and great In- 
creaſe of the Dominion of the Sa- 
*racens, gather'd a great Army, 
*and fought againſt them ; but he 
* was Overcome in Battel, and loſt 
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a hundred and fifty thouſand of 
© his Army. And when he Renew'd 
* his forces again, to fight againſt 
* the Saracens, he found that fiſty- 
*two thouſand men of his Army 
© Died in One Night Suddenly ; as 
* thoſe Did, who were ſlain by the 
* Angel of God, 'in the Army of 
* Sennacherib. Herachus was 1o Dil- 
*courag'd with the Calamity of his 
* Army,that he contraftedSicknelſs, 
* and Died. [See Symſon's Church- 
Hiſtory ; out of whom I have tran- 
ſcrib'd this Paſſage wordfor word.] 

4. However, Thou haſt a Few 
Names, or Men of Note, even in 
this wretched Interval of Sara#s ; 


viz the 150 Fathers of the Gene- 
ral Council of Contanrinople (631.) 
which have not Defiled their Gar- 


"ents (for there is a Particular 


Defilement in the Sins of the Fleſh, 
Fade. verſe 23.) with that Really 
Filthy and Polluted DoCtrin of the 
Nicolaitans, [ſee Rev. II. 6.7] fo 
highly Eſpous'd by the rg ; bur 
have Condemn'd it, together with 
the Papal Uſurpations : aud 7hey 
(not Uſeleſly 1mmur'd in Cloy- 
ſters; nor Trading up and down 
to Rome, for the Favours of that 
Court ) ſhall walk, about their bu- 
fineſs, 17h me, as under my par- 
ticular Care and DireQlion, 2 
Yhite, My Livery; more pure 1 
my Account, than thoſe, who by 
a Feigned Continency, endeavour 
to Appear ſo in the Eye of the 
World ; for they are Yorthy of My 
Service ;. who have not Fear'd, by 


ſo Generous, and Open a Profellion 
of the Truth, to Diſoblige my Ad- 


VEeTr- 


[4 R EV. II. 5, 6, 7, 8. Philadelphia. 


verfary ; tho! ſome of them were 
his Legats 1n the Council, and 1n 
his Name ſubſcrib'd the Canons lo 
Diſtaſteſul to him. [See Baſſamon 
in Nomocanone, Allo Myſt. Fakgws, 
Progr. 26.] | 
5. He that Over cometh, the ſame 
all be clothed in White Ratment, 


White Raiment; as Before, of a 
White Stone, Chap. Il. 17. The 
White Stone alluding to Abſolu- 
tion, in that Age of Councils : as 
the White Raiment, to Honour 
and Reputation, in this Age of 
Fond and Superſtitious Habits. 

6. He that hath an Ear, let him 


(according as ſuch arc Repreſent- 
ed, Chap. IV. 4. VIL 9. and 1n 
many other Places, ) made White 
in the Bloud of the Lamb, Chap. 
VIL.14.theWhite Raiment of Juſtt- 
fication by Faith ; which ſhall 'be 
to him inſtead of Pall, and Frock, 
the Modiſh Garments of this Age : 
As witneſs, with reſpe& to the 


hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Churches. 

>. And unto the Angel of the 
Charch in Philadelphia, (718) Write, 
Theſe things ſaith he that is Holy, 
and extremely offended with the 
Prodigious Wickedneſs of thoſe 
who will needs be called The 
Holy Church, in this Interval; he 


Latter, no leſs than three of _—_— 7s True, an Utter Enemy to 


Emperors, at this very time, being 
the End of the Sarazar Interval, 
viz. Leontius (709.) Artemins (716 ) 


thoſe Lying Wonders, whereby 
they now adays endeavour to Sup- 
port their Superſtitious Practices; 


Thruſt ino a Monaſtery ; and 7 heo- 


doſfins (717) Chooſing it. Ard [ 
av!l] no? Blot out his Name out of the, Purgatory : He that hath the Key of 


but eſpecially, their Novel Do- 
Arins of Tranſubſtantiation, and 


Book of Life, as the Pope (714-)| David ; he that Openeth,and no man 


is blotting the Emperor Ph1/ipp7- 
eus's out of Divine Service, and 
out of Charters [Paul. Diac. /b. 
6. c.34. Myſt. [niqn. Progr. 27 ] for 
Razing of Pictures ſet up 1n Chur- 
ches ; but 7 will confeſs his Name 
before my Father, an ”— his An- 
gels, let the Pope, or who will, caſt 
out his Name as Evil. NOTES. 
The Vidor here, (as every where 
ebſe in theſe Epiltles) is the Re- 
former, or the Reformers, of the 
Church. By whom, the Main Ar- 
ticle of All, inſiſted on againlt the 
Papiſts, was that of Juſtification by 
Faith. Which is Here promis'd to 
the Vitor, under the notion of 


Shutteth ; and Shutteth, and n9 1104 
Openeth : no, not the Pope him- 
ſelf, by whom the Emp. Zeo /ſaurns 
(718.) and a great many more 
Crowned heads, have,in this Inter- 
load, been Excommunicated ; and 
(for as much as in him lay) Depr1- 
ved of their Governments. 

8. 1 know thy Works ; Bebold, 
I have ſet before thee an Open Door, 
at which my People will arrive 
after this and another Interval,v7z. 
that Door of Reformation, Chap. 
HI. 20. IV. 1. and no man cars Shu! 
it, tho' the Adverſary ſhall endea- 
your it with all his Might. For 740% 
haſt a little Strength, which I ng 

m- 


REV. III. 9, 10. Phileaciphia. T5 
Improve to a Perfe& Reformation ;jCharles Auguſtus Crowned of God, 
and haſt kept my Word (1. ec. Com-|[.See Ado YVien. in Chron. An. 798. 


mandment) forbidding Image-wor:- 
ſhip, ver. 10. and baſt not Denied 


My Name, nor Complied with my 
Adverſary therein, but haſt Own'd 


My Authority in deſpite of him.| 


Sec yt. Tniqu. Progr. 27. about 
the middle. NOTES. At this Time 
began thoſe Great, and Famous 
Buſtles about Saint, as well as I- 
mage- worſhip, (as Mr. «Mede has 
Prov'd, in his Apoſtacy of the Lat- 
ter Times, Part 2, Chap. 5.) made 
by ſeveral of the Emperors, with 
the Greateſt part of their Biſhops, 
and Peers ; which laſted for about 
120 years : altho' Image-worſhip 
bare the Name; as the {aid Author 


obleryes in the ſame place. 

9. Behold, I will make them of 
the Synagogue of Satan, that Oppole 
and Exalt themſelves above all 
that 1s called God ( which ſay they 


Myfi. Inign. Progr. 27.] and by Ca- 
nonizing thee for a Saint. See Mr. 
Dorrington's Account of a Journey, 
Oc. Þ. 252. bn. 33. | 

T0. Becauſe thou haſt kept the 
Word of my Patience, the Second 
Commandment forbidding Image- 
worſhip, the Great Trial of my 
Patience, and Incentive of my Jea- 
louſy ; 7 alſo will keep thee from the 
Four of Temptation, and Great 
Affliction, that by the Practices of 
the Popes; Rebellions of SubjeRs ; 
and Hoſtilities of the Saracens, and 
other Enemies, are coming on thy 
Empire ; and ſhall terminate in 
many moſt Expenſive, Bloudy , 
Toilfom, and Fruitleſs Expediti- 
ons into the Holy Land (1099.) 
like that of the //rae/zres, in the 
Day of Temptation in the Wilder- 
neſs: hich are the Troubles that 


are Fews, [with whom Only, Sal- | [hall come upon All the World, to Try 


vation 1s to be had, ob IV. 22. 
Infallible inAll points of Religton,] 
and are nat; but do Ly ; a thing 
That Party is wonderfully addict- 
ed to, as was Foretold of them, 
2 The}. II. g.) Behold, thou ſhalt 
be Emp. of Rome, O Charles, the 
Captain of my Watneſſes againſt 
Anti-Chriſt, in the Conncil of 
Frankford, (=94.) and 7 will make 


them of that Party, (the Pope, and 
Has,) to come and Wor ſhip before thy 


Fee?, Adoring thee after the man- 


them that Dwell on the Earth, who 
are Faſt Friends to the Earthly 
Synagogue of Rome; and to ſee, 
whether the Hardſhips they en- 
dure under the Tyranny of Anti- 
Chriſt, will Open their Eyes to: 
the Acknowledging of the "Truth. 
NOTES Commandments are call'd 
in the Hebrew tongue, Words, 
Exod. XXXIV. 28. in the Margin. 
Likewiſe, Deuz. XR. 4. So here, My 
Word, ver. 8. and the Wordof my 
Patience, ver. Io, is the Second 


ner of Ancient Princes; and #9 know)Commandment : for Violating of 


that 4 have Loved thee, teſtifying | 


"That their Sentiment, by Saluting 


thee Unanimouſly by the Name of 


which, the Church of Zſrael, in 
their Paſſage to the Holy Land, 


wereViſited with theD3y of Temp. 
tation 
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tation, P/a/.XCV. to Humble them, 
and to Prove them, Deur. VIIL 
2, 16. XXX[II. 8. as the Chriſtian 
Church 1s here, with an Hour of 
Temptation, upon a like Occaſion, 
and to a like Purpoſe ; and in the 
Wilderneſs too, Pev. XII. 6. 

It. Behold, 1 come quickly 1n 
Judgment upon the Empire. HZ0/d 
that faſt, which thou haft, O Emp. 
Ludovicus Pius (8i5.) vis. The 
Right, voluntarily Conferr'd on 
Charles thy Father, by P. Adrian l. 
and P. ZeollI. That no man ſhould 
be choſen Pope, without the Con- 
ſent, and Allowance of the Empe- 
ror. Which will be a Good Secu- 
rity for thee, T7 bat no man by the 
Inſtigation, and Authority of the} 
Popes at any time Zake thy Crown, 
or the Crown of thy Succeſlors ; a 
Prattife, which they will be Con- 
tinually Tampering with, in this 
period. NOTES. This may be re- 
ferr'd alſo to the Rebellion of Zer- 
ward, Brother's Son to Ludovicus ; 
the Undutifulneſs of his OwnSons; 
and the Excommunication thun- 
dred out againſt him by his Biſhops. 
So ſoon came the Judgments on the 
Empire,here Denounc'd ; and from 
which it ſcarce had any Reſpite af- 
terwards, in all this Interval. 

12. Him that Overcometh, (in 
this Interval, ſo 'Remarkable tor 
the Devotion of Building of Chur- 
ches; and Going 1n Pilgrimages ; 
the Boldneſs of Excommunicating 
and Depoſing Emperors ; and the 
Policy of Employing them in Fo- 
reign Expeditions) will 7 make a 
Pillar m the Temple of my God, the 


O 
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Reformed Church, (whoſe Door is 
that that I ſaid, ver.8.was ſet Open 
before thee) and he ſhall go no more 


out, as Excommunicated, or as ſent 
on Errands by the Pope; And 7 
will write upon him the Name of my 
God, (whole Only Servant he ſhall 


be, and not the Pope's ;) and the 


Name of the City of my God, which 
is New Teruſalem, which cometh 
down out of Heaven from my God ; 
he ſhall be aMember of the Church, 
by 2 wonderful Providence of my 
God, Reform'd from the Corrupt1- 
ons, that it 1s at preſent Over- 


(pread with; and 7 will write upon 


him My New Name, Proteſtant, 
(or Profeſled, and Open Oppoſer of 
the Papal Uſurpations.) NOTES. 
This verſe, we ſee, 1s the Cloſe of 


this Interval; at which very Time 


[there happen'd aNotableDifference 


between the Emperor Freder:c I. 
and the Millaneſe; who having 
newly Rebuilt their City, would 
needs, (in Contempt of their Liege 
Lord the Emperor, and in Honour 


of Pope Alexander, his Open Ene- 


,) call their City by the Name 
Alexandria. But the Emperor 
with much adoe, by Force of arms, 


of 


and ſolemn Capitulation with the 
Citizens,obtain'd at length to have 


it call'd Cz/aria. To which Con- 
tention there 1s a very manifeſt 
Allufion in the verſe we are upon, 
that cannot miſs our Obſervation. 
[See Sgon. hb. 14. de Regn. tal. 


Myſt. In. Progr. 4.9.] We are here 


to note once for all, That God 


always Diſpenſes Rewards, and 
Puniſhments, not only Equa 


Ily,and 
Juſtly, 
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Juſtly, with reſpect to our Merits; 
but Fitly alſo, and Diſcreetly, with 
regard 1o our Circumltances. As, 
the Proud ſhall be Debas'd; and 
the Humble, Exalted ; and the like. 
Examples are Infinite. For which 
reaſon, az you may Obſerve all a- 
long, I have thought my felt Ob- 
lig'd to expound the Rewards of 


each Interval, with an Eye to the 


Chief things that were TranſaQted 
1n 1t, 

13. He that hath an Ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Churches. 


' 14. And unto the Angel of the 


Church of the Laodiceans, (12006.) 


Write, Theſe things ſaith the Amen 


(2 Cor. I. 20.) The Only Infallible 
Guide; The Faithful and True W1t- 
zeſ's of the Will and Word of God ; 


which is now, in this Interval of 


Learning, about to break forth 
with great Luſtre, and Convincive- 
neſs; who does not turn all Reli- 
gion into a Multitude of Empty 
Queſtions, Argued pro and con, as 
1s the Faſhion of the Schools, who 
Abuſe their Talent : but Peremp. 
torily,and without Fear,or Favour, 
or any other partial Aﬀection, de- 
clares the Truth; and, 1n the per- 
ſons of his Servants, (as Once 1n 
his Own,) 1s now about to Seal his 
Teſtimony with his Bloud. Who 
1s alfo 7 he Beginning of the Crea- 
tron of God, \that 1s, the Reforma- 


tion of the iChurch, Rev. IV. -2i. 
which by his'Bpecial Favour: ſhall 
Commence in-thns Interval. 

15. '/ know thy Works ; That 


14,15.” Laoares. "vp 
pm ſo Zealous for Religion, 
as to Reform 1t thy Self; nor fo 
Regardleſs of it, as Quietly to per- 
mit Others to do it for thee. 7 
would thou wert Cold, and wouldſt 
ſufter Others to Promote a Refor- 
mation ; er Fot, and wouldlſt ſet 
thy Self to work about it, NOTES. 
This Lukewarmneſs may alſo be 
applied to that Indifference in Re- 
_— which was Viſible 1n the 
Schoolmen's way of Teaching it; 
who indeed would Hotly Canvaſs 
every Pun@tilio, but with Equal 
Zeal for Both ſides of the Cauſe ; 
and rather in the way of Fencing, 
than of Fighting for the Truth. 
And the People too (inſtead of be- 
ing Roundly dealt with to Amend 
their Lives, and Forſake their Er- 
rors,). were only Neſtled 1n their 
Sins by Pardons and {ndulgences; 
and Principled to Believe as the 
Church believes, without Examin- 
ing whether Right, or Wrong ; 
or, perhaps, ſo much as knowing 
what the -Church Believ'd. But 
then, 1n'this way, theſe words, [ 
awwould thou wert Cold, or Hot,) will 
want a Convenient Senſe. | For, I 
would thou weit Leſs than Indiffe- 
rent,'or no Chriſtian at all,) which 
ſeems to: be: Imported by the Cold 
Extreme of that fort of Lukewarm- 
neſs, would found very Harſh. For 
it is one thing to ſay with S. Peter, 
tt bad been Better for them not to 
have known the [Truth, &e. which 
ſeems to, be only- a more Emphati- 
cal way of Exhorting to Obedience; 
and another, to Wiſh they did-not 


thou art neither Hot, nor Cold; 


know 1t. ' Dr. Hammond 15 caught 
C IN 
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in ſach a Net; and therefore leaves 
this Paſſage to expound it ſelf, 
I6.So then, becauſe thou art Luke- 
warm, and neither Cold, nor Hot, 
wilt neither Suffer Others to Re- 
form Abuſes, nor Do it Thy ſelf: 
T will Cen Spew thee out of my 
Mouth, and w1ll Raiſe up a Genera- 
tion in thyſtead, that by their Pious 
and Zealous In{tructing of my Peo- 
ple in My Name, ſhali make Thy 
ways to appear Nauſeous and 
Loathſom to them. The times of 
Ignorance in the two former Inter- 
vals I winked at ; but your Rebel- 
ling againſt the Clear Light of 
This,l cannot away with. NOTES. 
This 1s that Cutting eff, that S. 
Paul denounces againſt the Church 
of Rome, 1f they Continued not in 
God's Goodneſs, Rom.Xl. 22. 
' 17. Becauſe thou, O P. Boniface 
VIII. (1205.) /aift, 7 am Rich, and 
Encreaſed with Goods Spiritual,and 
Temporal; and have need of no- 
thing ; 1nfomuch that thou haſt 
now ſet upa Fair,or Market, which 
thou calleſt a Jubilee, for the Vend- 
ing of thy Wares ; and Anowe/t 
ot, (but I will make thee to know, 
by the Contempt that I will pour 
upon/thee) that thou art Wretched, 
and-Miſerable, and Poor, ard Blind, 
and Naked ; NOTES. He was Cha- 
ſtis'd for his Inſolent Boaſting at 
the Opening of the Jubilee (for he 
was the Author of it' in Rome) 
with being *Sporl'd of All his Rich 
© Treaſures, and-himfe]f- put upon 
*a wanton Colr, with his Face to- 
© wards the Tayle, and miadeia R1- 
© diculous SpeQacle to all the Peo. 


LEV. II. G6, 


17, 18, Leodjces. 


* ple. Soon after which, he Died of 
* Diſpleaſure, that he had Loſt his 
* Riches, and Suſtain'd ſo great 
*Shame. This 1s he, of whom it 
* was truly ſaid, That he Entred 
*as a Fox, Liv'd as a Lion, and 
* Died as a Dog. [Symſon Eccle/. 
Hiſt. mn Penifoce F1[l.] Where 
allo he tells us, how in Solemni- 
zing his Jubilee, he ſhew'd himſelf 
the firſt day in his Pontifical Gar- 
ments, with S.Peter's Keys carri- 
ed about him; but the ſecond day, 
in Royal Apparel, with a Naked 
Sword carried before him; and an 
Herauld proclaiming, Zcce Pote- 
/tas Utriuſgue Gladii, So Rich and 
Self-ſufficient is Vain Man apt 
to think himſelf ; even when he 
is indeed but (65 maarme®, n/i2- 
nter Airumnoſus,) moſt notably 
Miſerable, and Poor, and Blind, and 
Naked. 

18. 7 counſel thee therefore, O 
Church of Zaodtcea, not to lay out 
your. Mony for that which does 
not Profit ; but to Buy of Me Gold 
tried mm the Fire, the Truth and Pu- 
rity of My Religion, as it is now 
begun to be Preach'd up by my Ser- 
vants witha Full Cry ; whom Ant:- 
Chriſt,as many as he can lay hands 
on, - will cauſe to be Burnt for their 
pains: Buy this, I ſay, of me, 
without Mony and without Price, 
that thou maift be Truly Rich; and 
Buy of Me hte: Raiment allo, 
the Robe of My Righteouſneſs, or 
of Juſtification by My Merits only, 
Rev. VII. 14. {the/Leading Article 
of the Reformation; and truſt not 
to. Indulgences, the Pope's Falſe 

W ares, 


REV. 111. 19, 20. Luodices. 


Wares, hat thou maiſt be Clothed 
indeed, and that the Shame of thy 
Nakeaneſs do not appear ; and An- 
oint thine Eyes with Eye-ſalve, 
compounded of Ingredients ga- 
therd from My Word (the True 
Judge of Controverſies) and not 
trom Ari/to'le's Writings, and De- 
crees-of Popes ( as the Mode of the 
School-Doctors is in theſe days ) 
that thou maiſt ſee thy Own Way, 
and not ſufter thy ſelf to be led 
Blind-fold by Blind Guides. Notes. 
That the Faith Perſecated, is com- 
par'd to Gold Tried 1n the Fire, 
ſee 1 Pez. T. 7. And that Burning 
the Profeſſors Alive, was the U- 
ſual Way of Trying the Faith at 
this time, fee Morn. «Myſt. 7n. 
Progr. 50, Se. ult. From this time 
forth, (ſays he, ſpeaking to An. 
1215.) nothing is more frequent 
than Burning, &yc.. Where alſo he 
tells ns ( out of 7Trithemns, and 
Goafrey,) of one Conrade, an A- 
poſtolick Inquiſitor, who was wont 
to prove Hereticks, by the touch- 
ing of red hot Irons. 

I9. And be not Offended at the 
Barbarous Uſage, that my Servants 
meet with from their Adverſaries; 
for they are My Particular Care 
for all that. For, As many as / 
Love, 1 Rebuke, and Chaſlen ; be 
Zealous therefore for the Truth, 
tho' perſecuted ; and Repent of thy 
Errors, giving Glory to God. 

20. Behold, The time of Cha- 
ſtening 1s now over,Queen Mary of 
England 1s withdrawn (1558.) and 
Queen Z#/;2abeth entred upon the 
Stage ; under whole Auſpices, by 
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my Servants and Miniſters, g9c- 
7 fland at the Door, and Knack ; 
propoſing in Parliament to have ir 
ſet Open to a Thorow Reforma- 
tion. For Encouragement where- 
unto, I Declare, That 7f any one 
hear my Yoice, and Open the Door, 
7 will come in to him, and will Sup 
with him, by my Church in gene- 
ral ; which, with his Wealth, 
Power, and Intereſt, he ſhall con- 
ſtantly Defend : by my Miniſters 
in Particular, whom he ſhall Hand- 
ſomely Maintain : and by My Poor 
Brethren (Mar. XXV. 40.) whom 
he ſhall Bountifully Relieve. And, 
upon theſe Conditions, he ſhall 
Sup withe Me; T am Content he 
ſhould enjoy thoſe My Revenues, 
that Reverted into My Hands, 
upon the Diſſolution of Popiſh Co- 
vents, NOTES. When God de- 
ſtroys an Impenitent People ; his 
Giving the Spoil to the Viftor, 1s 
Commonly call'd God's Supper, 
Feaſt, Sacrifice, ahd the like. Of 
which, the following Inſtances are 
Undeniable ; which we have, Rev. 
XIX.17, 18. Z2ek. XXXIX. 17, 18, 
19, 20. Eſay. XXV. 6. RRXRIV 6. 
Jer. XLVI. 10. Zeph. I. -7, 8. 
Such therefore (Doubtleſs) is the 
Supper, that Chriſt here promiſes 
the Victor, upon his Bringing 1n 
the Reformation : ids 71c, If Any 
one, (be he of the Clergy,or Lairy) 
ſhall give Admiſſion to My Goſpel ; 
he has My Conſent, upon the Terms 
aforeſaid, to come. in for a Share 
in the Revenues of Demoliſhe Ab- 
beys, and all other ſuch Evacuated 
places. And the like 1s to be under- 
{kood. 
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ſtood to hold good in All other 
Kingdoms and States, that either: 
have already, or ſhall hereafter 
Open to Chriſt. And This, with 
all due Submithon to Better Judg.- 
ments, and greater Authorities, I 
take @o be the Meaning of this 
Paſlage. 

21. To 61m that Overcometh, will 
7 grant to fit with Me im My Throne, 
as My Vicar on Earth ; Supreme 
in _—_ and Temporals ; who 
am King of Saints, Rev. XV. 3. 
and King of Kings, Rev.XVII. 14. 
even as { alſo Overcame, and am ſet 
dewn with my Father in Fs T hrone, 
having All Power 1in Heaven and 
Earth conferr'd upon me : accord- 
ing to the Repreſentation made of 
it 1n the Next Chapter, where the 
Victor is ſeated on a Throne, as 
Head of the Church under Chrift. 
For which I muſt refer the Reader 
to my Latin Expoſition of that 
Chapter. | 

22: He that hath an Ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit faith unto the 
Churches. NOTES. It 1s time 
now to Obſerve, That in the Be- 

inning of Every Epiſtle, it 1s, 
Tas Sith Chr:i/t : and the End as 
Conſtantly infinuates, that it 1s the 
Spirit that Saith at. Whereby 1s 
manifeſtly Imply'd; that (not only 
What One Saith, the Other A- 

reeth to; but that) the One's 
Levin , is the Other's Saying. To 
ſay, 7 bus Saith' Chriſt ; 


or, Thus 
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Saith the Spirit ; is All one. - They 
are Different Speakers, that is, Per 
ſons; as 1s _— _— wy Scri- 
ptures. Bur the Thing Spoken, 1s 
the Saying of them Both, 6r of 
Either, Indifferently : as Proceed- 
1ng from the Same Mind, of Intel- 
left; that rs, from the Same Eſſence, 
S 
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God's Holy Spirit, I have given 
ſuch an Expolition of this Admi- 
rable Prophecy, as no man, that 
Allows of any MeerRational Inter- 
pretation of the Writings of the 
Prophets, can Fairly Difallow of : 
and therefore it is True. As I am 
ready, by the like Afliſtance of the 
Divine Grace, to Defend apainſt 
any man, that ſhall call 1t in Que- 
{ſtion. And, by a Mere Rational In- 
terpretation, I mean Such a one, 
as has no other Foundation, than 
Scripture, Manag'd, and Appli'd by 
| 4 . 

Reaſon ; in Oppoſition to ſuch In- 
terpretations, as are Supported by 
the Authority of Interpreters re- 
commended by «Miracles, and'Su- 
pernatural Evidences. Now there- 
fore (for a cloſe of All;) From the 
7 gn" here Offer'd,let any one 
Judge, Whether 1t was not with 
very good: Reaſon, That, in the 
Front of Each Epiſtle, our Saviour 
has made ſo Solemn a Declaration, 


Al his KNOWLEDGE of the 
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or Subſtance of Divinity. A*4n9 at- 
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And thus, thro' the Affiſtance of /7 


